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PRAISING  GOD  —  Jason  Elam  (top 
photo),  worship  pastor  at  Pinelake 
Church,  Brandon,  sings  and  Gary 
Permenter  (bottom  photo),  founder  of 


By  William  H.  Perkins  Jr. 


More  than  2,000  students  filled 
A.E.  Wood  Coliseum  on  the  campus 
of  Mississippi  College  in  Clinton  on 
— December  27-28  for  the 
2007  Mississippi  Baptist 
Youth  Evangelism 

Challenge  (YEC). 

"All  of  the  sessions  were 
dynamite,"  said  Shannon 
Slaver,  YEC  coordinator 
and  youth  minister  at  First 
Church,  Laurel. 

Gary  Permenter,  founder 
of  Gary  Permenter 
Ministries  in  Columbus, 
and  James  Tealey,  currently 
living  in  Nashville  while 
working  on  a  development 
deal  with  Universal  Music 
Publishing,  were  the  fea¬ 
tured  speakers.  Jason  Elam, 
worship  pastor  at  Pinelake 
Church  in  Brandon,  lead 
^■rcoship  and  praise. 

Marc  Eckel,  founder  of 
Splat  Experience  in 
Claypool,  In.,  painted  a 
breathtaking  rendition  of 
the  face  of  Jesus  using 
only  his  hands. 

''Jason  Elam  and  the 
band  led  us  to  the  throne 
of  grace  with  music  every 
session.  Gary  Permenter 

{jave  an  excellent  chal- 
enge  to  the  youth  to  kick 
us  off.  Gary  always  does  a 
great  job  and  we  are  hon¬ 
ored  to  have  him  at  YEC. 

"Marc  Eckel  at  splatexpe- 
rience.com  has  a  fantastic 
ministry  that  preaches  the 
Gospel  to  a  visual  genera¬ 
tion.  The  'splats'  were  very 
moving.  After  the  session  a 
huge  crowd  came  down  to 
the  stage  to  take  pictures 
and  get  a  closer  look  at  the 

painting.  I  heard  the  phrase,  FACE  OF  JESUS  —  Marc  Eckel  of  Claypool,  In 
'That  was  awesome,' several  of  Jesus  on  Dec.  27  at  the  2007  Mississippi  Baf 
times,"  Slover  said.  College  in  Clinton.  (Photo 

"James  Tealy  is  a  gifted 
speaker  and  musician.  He 

preached  the  word  of  God  without  compromise. 

What  stuck  with  me  was  his  personal  story  of  how 
Katrina  affected  his  family  ana  challenging  the  audi- 

_ _ ence  to  read  and  study  God's  Word.  He  said  it's  like 

'putting  your  ear  to  the  mouth  of  God,'"  Slover  said. 
am  "Matt  Spradlin,  student  minister  at  First  Church, 

pinelake  Soso;  Eric  Bean,  student  minister  at  First  Church,  Purvis; 

J  CarY  Coleman  Nichols,  student  minister  at  First  Church, 
nder  of  Sumrall;  Gary  Permenter;  and  I.  D.  Simpson  of  First 


,  In.,  bows  before  his  freehand  paint 
Baptist  Youth  Evangelism  Challenge 
ins  Jr.) 


of  Jesus  on  Dec.  27  at  the  2007  Mississ 
College  in  Clinton.  (Photo  by  William  H. 


"I  was  so  impressed  with  the  students  who  came  this  year, 
and  I  am  grateful  to  the  adult  leaders  who  took  time  to  bring 
their  students  to  YEC,"  he  added. 

Slover  had  a  long  list  of  people  to  whom  he  wished  to  express 

_ _ £ _ it. _ ‘ _ tL-  *wv7  vrr 


Gary  Permenter  Ministries  in  Columbus,  Priority-Hub  City  Network  in  Hattiesburg  taught  our  Cooper,  student  minister 


speaks  on  Dec.  27  at  the  2007 
Mississippi  Baptist  Youth  Evangelism 
Challenge  in  A.E.  Wood  Coliseum  on  the 
campus  of  Mississippi  College  in 
Clinton.  (Photo  by  William  H.  Perkins  Jr.) 


breakout  sessions,"  Slover  said. 

"Gary  and  James  connected  with  the  students,  and 
Jason's  music  led  to  a  great  worship  experience  at  every 
session.  We  had  a  great  lineup,"  said  Don  Lum,  director 
of  evangelism  at  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 
Board  (MBCB). 


a  ting  curriculum;  the  breakout  session  leaders;  Lum;  and  Ken  Hall 
of  the  MBCB  Discipleship  and  Family  Ministry  Department. 

The  2007  YEC  planning  committee  was  composed  of  Jon 
Cooper,  student  minister  at  Highland  Church,  Laurel;  Jon  Kittrell, 
pastor  of  Maybank  Church,  Hattiesburg;  and  Smokey  Gibson,  stu- 


pastor  of  Maybank  Church,  Hattiesburg;  and  Smokey  Gibson,  stu¬ 
dent  minister  at  First  Church,  Biloxi. 

The  2008  YEC  will  be  held  at  Mississippi  College  on  December  29- 
30.  For  more  information,  contact  the  MBCB  Evangelism  Dept  at  P.O. 
Box  530,  Jackson,  MS  39205-0530.  Telephone.  (601)  292-3278  or  toll-free 
outside  Jackson  (800)  748-1661,  ext.  278.  E-mail:  iellis9mbcb.org. 


-mail:  jelli99mbcb.org. 


Dear  Legislator 


The  2006  session  of  die  Mississippi 
Legislature  is  revving  up  to  full 
speed,  as  proposed  legislation 
moves  to  committees  and  will  soon  be 
coming  up  on  a  series  of  deadlines. 

As  anyone  knows  who  even  casually 
tracks  the  annual  three- month  sessions  of  die 
Legislature,  many  bills  are  introduced  but  rel¬ 
atively  few  make  it  into  law.  The  complex  set 
of  checks  and  balances  both  inside  the  leg¬ 
islative  process  and  in  the  broader  branches 
of  state  government  have  a  tenden- 
cy  to  winnow  the  hundreds  and 
hundreds  of  bills  that  are  filed  and 
pie-filed  for  e*h  session.  „ 

'  Legislators  have  to  absorb  their  posed  legislation.  Include  your  full  name, 

*  I  share  of  criticism,  cynicism,  and  address,  r~J  1-1  1  1  ’rU" 

caricature  during  their  time  under  address  for  lei 
f.  I  the  hoary  domes  of  the  New  P.O.  Box  1018,  Jackson,  MS  39215-1018. 


Editor's 

Notebook 


write  your  legislator.  Writing  can  save  a  ^ 

legislator's  time  (a  phis  in  your  favor)  and  A 

provides  a  record  of  your  position  on  pro- 

•«  %  %  i  i  .« f _  t\ |.  ... £..l|  %  ^  Jmmmm 

and  telephone "  number.  The  tf*1^**^ 
‘  jgislators  while  in  session  is 

Individual  e-mail  addresses  can  be  ^ 

accessed  at  www.ls.state.ms.us.  ■  ‘"5 

•  Do  your  research.  Know  the  bills  F 

about  which  you  are  writing,  and  include  l' 

any  specific  information  you  have  such  as 
the  bill  number  and  details.  Bill  status  can 
be  attained  by  calling  (601)  359-3719  while 
the  legislature  is  in  session,  or  by  going  to 
www3s.8tate.ms.us  If  given  the 

•  Telephone  calls  do  not  substitute  for  the  point  q 
personal  visits  and  letters.  When  tele-  answer  any 
phoning  legislators,  however,  make  effi-  have  about; 
dent  use  ofyour  time  with  them.  Identify  The  CAC 
yourself  and  the  bills  you  are  for  or  against  Mississippi 

come  (again,  one  or  two  main  issues  is  a  good  stands  rea 

_  ^limit).  Explain  your  reasoning  and  let  them  Baptists  whi 

That's  no  small  sacrifice,  so  it  would  know  how  you  want  them  to  vote.  grand  proc 

behoove  us  to  occasionally  tell  them  The  telephone  number  for  legislators  enjoy  in  ou; 
how  much  we  appreciate  the  effort  even  while  they  are  in  session  is  (601)  359-3770.  be  reached 
as  we  loudly  complain  about  what  we  Just  as  with  personal  visits  and  letters,  39205-0530. 
perceive  they  are  doing  or  not  doing.  end  the  conversation  by  expressing  your  toll-free  oul 
The  Mississippi  Baptist  Christian  Action  thanks  for  their  time.  ,v  ex|.  329.  F 

Commission  (CAC)  has  some  helpful  hints  •  Citizens  can  request  to  testify  rwood@chri 
on  how  to  make  contact  with  legislators,  before  committees  about  bills  they  Take  the 
how  to  get  a  point  across  without  dooming  strongly  support  or  oppose.  Find  out  the  just  be  conte 
favored  legislation,  and  how  to  follow  up  nam^ot  the  appropriate  committee  chair-  the  legislate 
on  the  progress  of  important  measures:  man  and  contact  him  as  soon  as  possible,  our  oruy  tw< 
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Editor 


EDITOR 

William  H.  Perkins  Jr. 

wperkinsOmbcb.org 

ASSOCIATE  EDITOR 
Tony  Martin 
tmartinOmbcb.org 

IAYOUT/DESIGN 
.Matt  Broome 

mbroomeOmbcb.org 

ADVERTISING 
Dana  Richardson 

drichardsonOmbcb.org 

CIRCULATION  MANAGER 
Brenda  Quattlebaum 

bquattlebaumOmbcb.org 

EDITOR  EMERITUS 
Don  McGregor 


was  attacked  December  7, 1941, 
2^88  U5.  ritizens  died  and  1,178 
were  wounded.  The  response? 
War!  The  September  11,  2001, 
attacks  on  the  World  Trade 
Center  in  New  York  City  and  the 
Pentagon  in  Washington  D.C., 
cost  3,000  U.S.  citizens  their 
lives.  The  response?  War! 
nr  Yet  we  have  allowed  over 

OT  4,151  children  each  day  for  the 
past  33  years  to  be  aborted  in  our 
_____  country.  Our  response?  Silence! 

While  some  speak  of  pro-choice, 
addi-  these  babies  had  no  choice, 
ies  to  A  proclaimed  right  some 
baby,  demanded,  a  movement  lead,  a 
tome-  court  battle  won,  and  50  Million 
l,  but  citizens  are  now  missing  over 
of  50  three  decades.  We  are  a  nation 
3us.  guilty  of  shedding  innocent 
What  blooa  (Mt.  27:24-25),  yet  we  pro- 
tv  tall  claim,  "God  Bless  America!" 
I  their  One  might  ask  why  He  should, 
it  tal-  Fifty  million  missing  never  had 
great  a  choice,  no  opportunity  to  live 


Baptkt  Record  Advisory  Committee: 
Mack  Amis,  McComb 
James  Beasley,  Crystal  Springs 
Al  Green  Jr.,  Bay  St.  Louis 
Rick  Henson,  Brandon 
Beverly  Pyron,  Natchez 
Billy  Watkins,  Madison 
Dana  Richardson,  secretary 


I  acknowledgement  of  the  sane-  with  space  waitinj 

■  of  tity  of  every  human  life,  tional  three  millii 

tist  Almighty  God  is  not  pleased!  be  given.  A  penn 

rial  Look  at  the  regression  in  our  seems  to  be  so  sir 

on-  culture  in  the  ITS.  over  the  last  times  of  very  litt 

ion  three  decades  —  early  term  when  seen  in  a  a 

l  of  abortions  to  partial  birth  abor-  million  it  become 

ren  tion;  euthanasia  of  senior  The  mind  wc 
the  adults;  assisted  suicide  of  criti-  color  were  her  e; 

ion  cally  ill  patients;  no  respect  for  would  he  be?  Wh 

ges  another  person's  life;  shoot-  personality  be?  V 

gal-  ings  of  school  children  or  ents  would  he  ha\ 

our  youth  at  school  just  because  an  contribution  to  mj 

rid-  individual  is  not  liked  or  she  have  given 

wants  to  be  considered  would  he  nave  discovered?  nation,  pray  for  law  change, 

ery  famous;  even  shooting  inno-  Where  would  she  have  gone  to  for  hurting  mothers /fathei 
ila-  cent  strangers  at  a  shopping  tell  the  story  of  God's  love?  not  be  silent  and  speak  for 
iza-  mall  before  committing  suicide  Would  he  have  been  a  great  fifty  million  missing  voices. 

ths  or  being  killed  by  police.  preacher  of  God's  Good  News?  - 

iny  The  progression  of  sinful-  There  are  emotional  scars  for  For  more  information  on  Sa 
cal  ness  comes  at  a  price.  The  claim  the  mothers /fathers  —  the  fear,  of  Human  Life  Sunday  an 
an  began  with,  "It  Is  the  mother's  loneliness,  sense  of  separation  Memorial  to  the  Missing,  conU 
mb  choice,"  with  no  thought  of  the  from  God,  guilt  how  to  receive  Mississippi  Baptist  Christian  / 

ntil  consequences.  (Nu.  14:18).  forgiveness.  Commission  at  P.O.  Box 

Standing  before  the  How  have  we  as  a  nation  Jackson,  MS  39205-0530.  Telej 
rge  Memorial  to  the  Missing  is  an  responded  in  the  past  when  (601)  292-3329  or  toll-free  o 

our  overwhelming  experience,  to  attacked  by  another  nation?  Jackson  (800)  748-1651,  ext.  3 

the  see  the  now  4 7  million  pennies  When  Pearl  Harbor  in  Hawaii  mail:  nvoodQchristianaction.c 
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Guest  Opinion: 

Our  disrespect 

for  humarrtife 

By  Carl  Myers ,  missions  director 

Pearl  River  Associaton 

believe  God  at  work  in  China 


BEIJING,  China  (BP)  —  The  appear  to  be  no  complacent 
sign  at  the  park's  entrance  said  Christians  These  Christians 
much.  It  was  the  social  con-  understand  what  it  means  to 
tract  for  Beijing.  It  admonished  offer  their  lives  sacrifidally  in  an 
the  Chinese  to  cherish  the  environment  where  they  may  be 
young  and  to  show  respect  for  forced  to  leave  if  they  art  found 


the  elderly,  to  work  well  and 
hard,  to  live  in  harmony  with 
all,  and  to  be  broad-minded 
and  open-minded.  were  not  allowed  to  pursue' mat- 

With  18.2  million  people  ters  of  the  faith  and  who  fear  los- 
crowding  die  city,  Beijing's  500  ing  their  own  lives  if  they  do. 
parks  are  filled  aaily  with  peo-  Yet  the  foreign  Christians  gath- 
ple  who  are  approachable.  er  to  celebrate  the  growing  popu- 

Earfy  *in  die  morning,  groups  latkm  of  Chinese  Christians.  They 
gather  for  Tai  Chi,  muscle-  marvel  at  the  way  they  experience 
strengthening  exercises  tied  to  God  moving  in  the  nation, 
die  martial  arts.  They  also  gather  One  Christian,  unnamed  for 
4o  play  sports  and  musical  instru-  security  reasons,  explained 
merits,  to  walk,  think,  and  engage  with  tears  in  her  eyes,  "It  is  the 
each  other  in  conversation.  greatest  feeling  to  explain  to  a 

Scores  of  people  visit  the  new  believer,  'There  are  mil- 
parks  to  escape  the  busyness  of  lions  of  Christian  brothers  and 
the  city.  The  beautiful,  in  ten-  sisters  in  your  new  family.  They 
tionally-landscaped  parks  are  a  are  all  over  this  city.'" 
great  contrast  to  the  bustling  Among  the  Christians  in 
city  streets,  which  congest  the  China,  there  is  a  deep  faith,  an 
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relation 


MISPLACED  FAITH  —  A  young  woman  worships  at  onerif  sev¬ 
eral  Buddhist  temples  now  permitted  in  Beijing.  Many  students  go 
to  the  temples  to  pray  for  success  in  their  circumstances.  (BP  photo) 


ronoem,  an  A  Christian  American  leader  leader  agreed,  encouraging  the 
man  who  who  visited  them  in  Beijing  Americans  to  bring  teams  to 
id  his  ded-  pondered  why  he  should  bring  Asia  where  God  is  at  work, 
a  was  cru-  Western  Christians  to  China.  "God  calls  and  challenges  us 
ing  myself,  "If  I  have  someone  unwilling  to  join  with  Him  in  His  work," 
e  rest  of  my  to  do  something  in  their  he  said.  "Because  He  is  truly  at 
doing  the  Jerusalem  [their  local  context  work  here,  there  are  ,  great 
lo  I  want  to  based  on  the  Acts  1:8  model],  opportunities  for  your  church 
d?"'  why  would  I  want  to  take  them  members...  As  they  come  and 

successful  to  the  end  of  the  earth?"  he  serve  here,  they  cannot  flee 
he  and  his  asked  with  great  concern.  from  God  anymore, 

in  order  to  "Because  foreign  missions  is  a  "They  cannot  be  complacent 

:  "Making  catalyst  for  your  Judea  and  anymore.  Let  God  use  them  as 
ce  in  the  Samaria,"  the  Beijing  worker  His  instrument.  Where  there's 
replied,  explaining  that  teams  the  greatest  darkness,  there's  the 
pportunity  wno  minister  in  China  come  potential  for  the  greatest  light, 
such  a  dit-  back  to  America  with  great  Give  people  the  courage  and  the 
excitement  ultimately  rejuvenat-  faith  to  join  with  Him  and  say,  'I 
ing  their  local  church  ministries.  will  walk  with  you,  Fatiier.' 
k  Another  Christian  American  "It  will  be  wonderful/'  he  said. 


Christians  killed 


NASHVILLE,  Term.  (BP)  —  Hindu  extremists  in  India's 
Orissa  state  killed  six  Christians,  burned  400  homes,  and 

S60  church  buildings  during  the  Christmas  holy  days, 
to  a  report  from  me  AH  India  Christian  Council.  An 
600  Christians  took  refuge  in  a  church  building  after 
extremists  tried  to  attack  their  village.  "Young  and  healthy 
Christians  have  left  heir  villages  to  flee  for  their  fives.  Children, 
women,  [the]  old  and  sick,  who  could  not  flee  for  their  lives,  are 
in  great  danger,"  John  Dayal  the  council's  secretary  general,  told 
International  Christian  Concern,  a  human  rights  group  based  in 
Washington,  D.C.  "Remnants  are  starving  for  the  last  four  days, 
and  sick  are  suffering  without  medical  attention."  Christians  are 


st  Convention  Board  donates  a  1991  Ford  passenger 
the  board's  ministry  departments,  to  the  Colorado 
ion  for  use  in  local  church  ministries  in  hat  state. 


Graham  Smith,  associate  pastor  and  minister  of  music  at  Morrison 
Heights  Church  in  Clinton,  is  chosen  to  lead  the  Church  Music 
Department  at  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board.  The  Gulfport 
native  succeeds  he  late  Dan  Hall. 


minorities  to  change  their  religion.  Orissa  state  requires  peo 
to  obtain  police  permission  Defore  changing  tneir  religi 
Australian  missionary  Graham  Staines  ana  his  two  sons  w 
martyred  in  Orissa  in  1999,  burned  alive  in  their  automobile. 


itor  L.  Gordon  Sansing  begins  work 
partment  of  Cooperative  Missions  at 
Board  in  Jackson. 


Longtime  Mississippi  Baptist  pa 
as  secretary  of  the  neWly-formed  Dt 
he  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 
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Proverbs  1  Have  Heard 


Jesus  Christ 


B 


Requests  the 
Honor  of 
.  Your 
Presence 
in  Heaven? 


You  Can  Respond 

Right  Nowl 

*  -  ' 

Simpl\f  share  the  following  prayer 
with  God  in  your  own  words: 

1;  Lord,  I  admit  that  I  need  you. 
0  have  sinned.) 

2.  I  want  forgiveness  for  my 
sins  and  freedom  from  eternal 
death.  (I  repent) 

3. 1  believe  Jesus  died  and  rose 
from  the  grave  to  forgive  my 
sins  and  to  restore  my  rela¬ 
tionship  with  you. 

(I  believe  in  Jesus.) 

4.  By  faith,  invite  Jesus 
Christ  into  my  life.  From  this 
time  on,  1  want  to  live  in  a  lov¬ 
ing  relationship  with  Him.  (I 
receive  Christ  as  my  Savior 
and  Lord.) 

" But  as  many  as  received  him, 
to  them  he  gave  the  right  to  become 
children  of  God,  even  to  those  who 
believe  in  his  name.  "  (John  1:12) 

If  you  make  a  decision  for 
Jesus  Christ  today,  contact  a 
local  Baptist  church  for  spiritu¬ 
al  guidance. 


I  love  the  Book  of  Proverbs 
and  its  wise,  practical,  and  pithy 
sayings  of  an  ancient  king. 
Solomon  viewed  life  through 
the  eyes  of  God  and  was  able  to 
communicate  to  us  incredible 
wisdom  in  these  Proverbs.  From 
childhood  on,  T  have  read  and 
studied  he  Proverbs.  With 
amazing  brevity,  die  Proverbs 
bring  me  mind  of  God  and  the 
matters  of  earth  together.  One  of 
die  meaningful  exercises  that 
can  bless  you  day  after  day  is 
reading  the  chapters  of  Proverbs, 
according  to  ore  days  ,  of  he 
month.  Since  there  are  31  chap¬ 
ters  in  Proverbs,  there  will 
always  be  a  chapter  for  each  day 
and  in  the  months  that  have  less 
than  31  days  you  can  double  up 
and  be  blessed.  On  his  monthly 
cycle  I  have  read,  read,  and  re¬ 
read  the  Proverbs.  Amazingly,  I 
have  found  new  truths  repeat¬ 
edly  and,  more  importantly,  he 
truths  of  God's  Word  nave 
found  their  way  into  he  daily 
experiences  I  may  be  facing.  I 
have  discovered  some  modem 
proverbs.  No,  they  are  not  of 
biblical  proportions,  but  you 
might  find  them  interesting  and 
even  helpful. 

For  those  dieters  who  may 
be  out  here,  and  I  suppose  at 
some  time  or  other  hat 
includes  all  of  us,  I  ran  across 
this  thought  provoking  idea. 
"Nothing  tastes  as  good  as  the 
feeling  of  being  thin."  I  have 
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Jim  Futral,  executive  director-treasurer 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 


absolutely  no  memory  of  ever 
being  thin,  but  I  can  imagine 
that  it  is  a  good  thing.  While  I 
may  have  missed  out  on  a  few 
genetic  traits  that  my  parents 
had,  he  one  thing  of  which  I 
got  he  full  measure  was  he 
totality  of  all  of  he  fat  genes 
from  boh  sides  of  my  parent¬ 
age.  I  try  to  exercise,  eat  healthy 
food  most  of  he  time,  ana 
think  about  this  thought  pro¬ 
voking  little  proverb  whDe  I  am 
contemplating  eating  dessert. 

The  second  little  proverb  I 
would  pass  along  to  yqu  says, 
"Leap  and  the  net  wilt  appear." 
I  first  saw  his  little  phrase  in  a 
story  about  a  lady  who  was 
thinking  about  beginning  a 
business.  She  wanted  to,  she 
believed  she  could,  but  she  was 
unsure  and  even  afraid  to  move 
forward.  She  took  a  leap  and 
the  success  story  of  her  multi¬ 
million  dollar  company  unfold¬ 
ed.  For  hose  of  us  who  know 
the  Lord  and  trust  the  Word  of 
God,  he  leaping  in  life  has  to 
do  with  following  God's  will.  It 
is  following  His  will  based  on 


the  truth  of  His  Word  and  he 
leading  of  His  spirit.  It  is  trust- 
•  ing  God  hat  when  you  do  he 
right  thing  and  follow  His  pur¬ 
pose  and  plan  He  will  provide 
for  you.  He  will  take  care  of 
you,  and  He  will  be  he  net.  It  is 
not  unusual  to  find  hose  of  us 
who  are  believers  acting  in 
unbelieving  ways.  It  is  not 
unusual  for  us  to  know  he 
Lord  Jesus  as  our  Savior  and 
trust  Him  forever  and  ever  and 
at  the  same  time  experience 
hose  times  of  hesitancy  in  our 
faith.  You  can  know  God  is 
leading  and  not  want  to  leap.  It 
is  important  to  go  ahead  with 
Him  or  you  will  miss  Him,  miss 
what  He  is  doing  in  your  life,, 
and  miss  he  blessings  that  He 
has  ahead  for  you. 

One  final  proverbial  thought 
says,  "Don't  make  fun  of  the 
alligator  until  you  have 
crossed  the  titter."  Even  hen,  it 
may  not  be  he  smartest  thing 
to  make  fun  of  he  alligator 
because  you  may  need  to  come 
back.  I  suppose  hat  his  is  just 
anoher  way  of  saying  do  not 


treat  people  unkindly  or  in  a 
demeaning  fashion  because 
later  you  may  have  to  deal  with 
them  again  and  hey  may  treat  ' 
you  the  same  way  or  worse.  It 
is  the  restatement  of  he  old 
cliche'  hat  says,  "Be  kind  to 
people  as  you  climb  he  ladder 
of  success.  You  may  meet  them 
again  as  you  come  back  down." 
Remember  Joseph's  brothers 
who  sold  him  into  slavery  and 
then  years  later  they  unknow¬ 
ingly  stood  before  him  during 
the  famine  asking  for  a  supply 
of  food.  Life  always  seems  to 
have  some  interesting  and 
revealing  twists  and  turns. 

Jesus'  instructions  that  have 
become  known  as  the  Golden 
Rule  always  seem  to  fit  in  every 
stage  or  circumstance  of  life. 
"Do  unto  others  as  you  would 
have  hem  to  do  unto  you" 
(Luke  6:31).  It  is  never  right  to 
do  folks  wrong,  and  it  is  neVer 
vyrong  to  do  folks  right.  In  our 
world  where  it  seems  like  you 
must  be  on  guard  constantly 
and  be  looking  in  every  direc¬ 
tion  fgr  someone  who  Is  ready 
to  take  advantage  of  you,  we 
may  feel  we  have  a  license  to 
make  an  exception  and  treat 
others  wrongfully  on  he  jour¬ 
ney  of  life.  It  rarely  if  ever  works 
out  to  an  ultimate,  positive  end¬ 
ing.  On  the  oher  hand  doing 
rijpit  ultimately  ends  right. 

The  author  may  be  contacted  at 
P.O.  Box  530,  Jackson,  MS  39205- 
0530.  E-mail:  jfutral@mbcb.org. 


Visit  us  online  at  www.mbcb.org. 
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Bi-annual  compensation  survey 
opens;  participation  encouraged 


If  you  already  have  a  retirement  account,  you  can  go  beyond  what 
you’re  investing  now.  If  you  have  a  spouse  who  wants, to  invest, 
simply  add  art- Individual  Retirement  Account  to  your  portfolio. 
And  if  you're  concerned  about  investments  contrary  to  your  Chris- 
ffan  values,  there’s  a  way  to  exceed  the  standard  selection. 

A  Guide  Stone  Funds  RightChoice  IRA"  provides  access  to: 

•  traditional  or  Roth  IRAs. 

•  accounts  for  you  and  your  spouse. 

•  the  nation’s  largest  family  of  Christian-based,  socially 
screened  registered  mutual  funds. 

To  impact  your  2007  tax  return,  you  must  open  your  account 
before  April  15.  Call  1-888-98-GUIDE  (1-888-984-8433)  or  visit 
www.GuideSton9Fund9.org/IPAi  and  we'll  help  you  establish 
your  GuideStone  Funds  RiohtChoice  IRA"  in  time. 

You  should  artfully  consider  the  investment  objectives,  risks,  cherges  end 
expenses  of  the  GuideStone  Fends  before  investing.  A  prospectus  with  this 
end  other  infonettion  shout  the  Funds  mey  be  ohteined  by  celling 
1SU-M-GUIDE  (1-888-984-8433)  or  by  visiting  www.GuideStontFundtorg  to 
view  or  downlotd  t  prospectus.  It  should  he  retd  ctrefully  before  investing. 
Shares  of  GuideStone  Funds  are  distributed  through  PFPC  Distributors,  lnc„  a  registered 
broker-dealer  and  underwriter  of  the  Funds,  760  Moore  Rd.,  King  of  Prussia,  PA  19406. 
GuideStone  Financial  Services,  a  controlled  affiliate  of  GuideStone  Financial  Resources, 
serves  as  IRA  custodian. 


Get  more  out  of 

your  retirement  when  you 

put  more  into  your  retirement* 

Add  to  your  current  investments  with  a  GuideStone  Funds 
RightChoice  IRA" 


Funds 
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1.  First  Church,  Terry,  recently 
ordained  three  new  dea¬ 
cons.  Pictured  (from  left)  are 
Pastor  John  Pace,  Scott  Slay, 
Jonathan  Sherwin,  and 
Bruce  Hennington. 

2.  Carrollton  Church,  Carroll¬ 
ton,  began  the  celebration  of 
the  church's  175th  anniver¬ 
sary  with  a  float  in  the 
Carrollton  Christmas  Parade. 
Along  with  he  choir  and 
children  singing  Christmas 
carols,  the  float  carried  a 
miniaturized  replica  of  the 
church  building.  The  church 
will  celebrate  tne  anniversary 


1.  Deacon  Ordination,  First  Church,  Terry 


5.  GAs,  Williamsville  Church,  Kosciusko 


6.  Groundbreaking,  First  Church,  Fannin 


3.  Remus  Church,  Leake 
County,  recently  hosted  a 
retirement'  reception  for 
deacons  Devon  Pope  and 
Doy  Lee  Powers.  Shown  are 
Pope,  Edwina  Pope,  Sue 
Powers,  and  Powers. 

4.  West  Salem  Church, 
Greene,  held  a  Lottie  "Moon 
Pie"  contest  and  auction  as  a 
part  of  20078  offering.  The 
winner  was  crowned  "Big 
Lottie  2007"  Shown  are 
Nancy  Freeman,  Bernice 
Byrd,  Alex  Brewer,  and  Betty 
Blue.  The.  auction  raised 
$585  for  the  Lottie  Moon 
Christmas  Offering. 

5.  The  GAs  of  Williamsville 
Church,  Kosciusko,  recent¬ 
ly  earned  heir  badges  for 
tne  foreign  mission  study  of 
Moldova.  Shown  are  the 
participants. 

6.  First  Church,  Fannin,  broke 
ground  on  a  new  26,300 
square  foot  educational 
building  and  fellowship  hall 
recently.  Ron  Bird,  pastor. 

7.  Southway  Church,  Brook- 
haven,  recently  burned  the 
note  on  their  fellowship  hall 
after  five  years.  Shown  are 
pastor  Richard  Balkcom, 
Chad  Walker,  and  Jerry 


2.  Parade,  Carrollton  Church,  Carrollton 


7.  Noteburning,  Southway  Church,  Brookhaven 


3.  Retirement  reception,  Remus  Church,  Leake  County 


8.  First  Church,  Pittsboro, 
recently  ordained  Van  Russell 
and  Mike  Sanders  as  deacons. 
Shown  are  Russell  Sanders, 
and  pastor  Steve  Maughan 


4.  Lottie  "Moon  Pie"  winners,  West  Salem  Church,  Greepe 


8.  Deacon  Ordination,  First  Church,  Pittsboro 


Ji  s  i  Fou  i  i  :i  Ri  conn 


9.  Senior  adult  art  classes,  First  Church,  Greenville 


^IQ^wMu  Lottie  Mood  quilt.  New  Home  Church,  Fulton 


11.  Christmas  play^  Richmond  Church,  Tupelo 


9.  Retired  art  teacher  Iris  Mit¬ 
chell,  First  Church,  Green¬ 
ville,  teaches  art  to  senior 
adult  ladies  in  the  church 
and  community.  Her  stu¬ 
dents  meet  to  paint  during 
the  senior  adult  time 
Thursday  momines  at  the 


church.  Shown  are  some  of 
the  participants. 

10.  The  wMu  of  New  Home 
Church,  Fulton,  raised 
$629.30  by  each  partici¬ 
pant  crafting  a  square  for 


Christmas  Offering  quilt. 
The  church  more  than 
doubled  its  $500  offering 
goal  by  raising  $i254.30. 
Michael  Warren,  pastor, 
w 

11.  The,  K-4  children  of 
Richmond  Church,  Ihpelo, 
presented  their  Christmas 
play  Dec.  16.  Shown  are  the 
participants. 

12.  The  Girls  in  Action  (GA)V' 
group  from  Freenv 
Churchy  Carthage,  attend¬ 
ed  the  recent  Mother/ 
Daughter  Weekend  at 
Camp  Garaywa  in  Clinton. 

f  •  > 

13.  AH  members  of  the 
Lightning  Patrol  of  Troop  8, 
Boy  Scouts  of  Amenta, 
sponsored  by  First  Church, 
Jackson,  have  earned  the 
Eagle  .  Rank,  the  highest 
rank  conferred  by  the  Boy 
Scouts  of  America  organiza¬ 
tion.  Nationally,  only  two 
percent  of  all  scouts  achieve 
Eagle  Rank.  Smce  its  charter 
in  1921,  Trodp  8  has  award¬ 
ed  over  500  Eagle  Ranks. 

14.  The  children's  group  from 
First  Church,  Potts  Camp, 
brought  Christmas  cheer  to 
the  residents  of  Trinity 
Missions  Health  ana 
Rehabilitation  Center, 
singing  Christmas  carols 
ana  handing  out  candy 
canes  and  Christmas  cards. 

15.  Center  Terrace  Church, 
Canton,  recently  held  Susie 


13.  Lightning  Patrol  of  Boy  Scouts  Troop  8,  First  Church,  Jackson 


14.  Children'll  group,  First  Church,  Potts  Camp 


12.  GAs  and  mothers,  Freeny  Church,  Carthage 


ing  children  in  Sunday 
School.  On  hand  were  (from 
left)  Danny  Berry,  pastor; 
Susie  Lambert,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Coot  Lambert,  and  John 
Moore,  worship  leader. 

16.  The  Woman's  Missionary 
Union  of  Golden  THangle 
Association  will  sponsor  A 
Visit  with  Wanda  Lee  on 
April  1,  from  10  a.m.-8:30 
p.m.  Lee  is  executive  direc¬ 
tor  of  the  national  Woman's 
Missionary  Union  auxiliary 
of  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention.  Lunch  will  be 
provided  at  no  charge,  but 
RSVP  will  be  appreciated: 
pbelcheHJPcableone.net,  or 
(662)  328-7302. 


15.  Susie  Lambert  Day,  Center  Terrace  Church,  Canton 


17.  Mt.  Carmel  Church, 

Carthage,  will  host  the 
Celebration  Choir  of 
Leesburg  Church  for  a 
"Gaither-style"  homecom¬ 
ing  Concert  on  January 
19th  at  6  p.m.  For  more 
information,  call  (601)  267- 
5717.  Keith  Fulton,  pastor. 

18.  Calvary  Church,  Pasca- 

K>ula,  ordained  Bobby 
inger  (right)  on  Dec¬ 
ember  23  to  serve  as  dea¬ 
con.  Pictured  with  him  is 
Pastor  Chris  Carter. 

•  jJL . I  imimi  w 

♦  ♦  ♦  18.  Carter  and  Hinger, 

Calvary  Church,  fescagoula 
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copyrighted  2005 
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19.  Operation  Christinas  Child,  Parkway  Church,  Kosciusko 


SW  GINJZEO 
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where  he  serves  as  an 
interim  pastor  and  is  avail¬ 
able  for  supply  preaching. 
He  can  be  contacted  at 
12833  Old  Avera  Road, 
State  Line,  MS  39362. 
Telephone:  (601)  848-6158. 


Parkway  Church,  Kosci¬ 
usko,  recently  held  a  pack¬ 
ing  party  for  Operation 
Christmas  Child.  A  total  of 
191  boxes  were  packed  with 
items  collected  through  die 
year.  Don  Cook,  pastor. 

James  T.  Dunnam  of  State 
Line  celebrated  60  years  as 
a  Southern  Baptist  minister 
on  January  11.  A  graduate 
of  Mississippi  College  and 
New  Orleans  Seminary,  he 
was  ordained  at  die  age  of 
18  by  Calvary  Church, 
Pascagoula.  In  2001,  he 
and  wife  Betty  Sue  retired 
after  44  years  of  ministry  in 
Florida  and  returned  to  his 
native  Greene  County 
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1 .  Upchurch  and  family 


Clue:  V-E 

Have  fun  with  cryptography  and 
exercise  your  Bible  knowledge.  A 
King  lames  Version  Bible  verse  has 
been  encoded  by  letter  substitu¬ 
tion.  The  same  letter  is  substituted 
throughout  the  puzzle.  Solve  by 
trial  and  error.  Answer  to  last  week's 
puzzle:  lohn  Ten:  Twenty-Eight. 


1.  Robin  wood  Church,  Saucier, 
has  called  Terry  Upchurch  as 
senior  pastor.  He  is  a  graduate 
of  New  Orleans  Seminary,  and 
he  and  his  wife  Missy  have 
two  children,  William  and 
Rebecca. 

2.  Charles  Ball  has  been  called  as 
the  new  minister  of  music  at 
Tylertown  Church,  lyiertown. 


BAPTISTS 


Real  Evangelism  Conf.  slated  for  Jan.  30-Feb.  1 


Bivos,  small 
church  pastors 
to  meet 


The  Rastor/Leadership 
Development  Department  of 
the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  Board  will  host  a 
luncheon  for  bivocational  and 
small  church  pastors  and  their 
wives  on  January  21  during  the 
2008  Mississippi  Baptist  State 
Evangelism  Conference  at 
Emmanuel  Church  in  Grenada. 
The  luncheon  will  be  held  at 
the  Western  Sizzlin  restaurant 
in  Grenada,  beginning  at 
1 1 :45  a.m.  There  is  no  cost  to 
participants  and  reservations 
are  not  required.  For  more 
information,  contact  Dale 
Holloway  at  (601)  845-2107. 
E-mail:  bivoldr0aol.com. 


n 

New  Orleans  Seminary  offers  courses  in  Mississippi 

JACKSON  (Special)  —  January  21  L  •  Broadmoor  Church,  Madison  — 

begins  Reading  Music:  Rhythm  /Pitch,  '  I  -  beginning  January  21  (6:30-8:30  p.nv) 

the  third  of  eieht  courses  at  eight  loca-  I  Jimmy  McCaleb,  teacher,  (601)  924  1 233 


Orleans  Seminary  (NOBTS)  and  th 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 

The  other  seven  courses  are: 


beginning  January  14  (6:30-8:30  p.m.). 
Buddy  McElroy,  teacher,  (601)  681-6615, 
(601)  679-1887. 

•  North  Greenwood  Church, 
Greenwood  —  beginning  January  22 
(6:30-8:30  p.m,).  Tommy  Smith,  teacher; 
(662)  453-2801.  Barry  Bouchillon,  assis¬ 
tant  teacher,  (662)  453-5935. 

•  First  Church,  Louisville  —  begin¬ 
ning  January  19  (8KX)  a. m. -noon).  Billy 
Bowie,  teacher,  (662)  773-6246. 

•  Easthaven  Church,  Brookhaven  — 
beginning  January  21  (7-9  p.m.).  Mark 
Hamilton,  teacher,  (601)  894-5848. 

•  Tri-County  Association  Office, 
Columbia  —  beginning  January  22 
(6:30-8:30  p.m.).  Brad  Day,  teacher, 
(601)  297-9699. 

•  Grace  Memorial  Church,  Gulfport 
—  beginning  January  21  (6:30-8:30  p.m.). 
Anthony  Turner,  teacher,  (228)  863-5096. 

The  teachers  at  the  respective  locations 
can  be  contacted  for  more  information,  or 
interested  parties  can  contact  Jimmy 
McCaleb,  Church  Music  Department, 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board, 
P.O.  Box  530,  Jackson,  MS  39205-0530. 
Telephone:  (601)  292-3273  or  toll-free  out¬ 
side  Jackson  (800)  748-1651,  ext.  273.  E- 
mail:  jmccaleb@mbcb.org. 


•  Song  Leading. 

•  Worship  Planning. 

•  Reading  Music:  Harmony /Melody. 

•  Hymnology. 

•  Music  Administration /Staff  Relations. 

•  Survey  of  Music  Resources. 

•  Class  Voice. 


These  courses  are  designed  to  pro¬ 
vide  basic  training  for  bivocational 
music  directors  and  other  music  leaders 
in  churches.  The  eight  courses  meet  two 
hours  per  week.  Each  course  is  eight 
weeks  in  length. 

The  cycle  of  courses  is  scheduled 
over  a  two-year  period.  Each  course  is 
independent  ana  has  no  prerequisite. 
Each  student  who  completes  the  eight 
courses  earns  a  Church  Music 
Certificate  from  New  Orleans 
Seminary  plus  a  credit  of  eight  hours 
toward  an  on  campus  degree  program. 

There  is  a  one-time  registration  fee 
of  $25.00.  The  cost  of  each  course  is 
$135.00.  A  $60.00  scholarship's  avail¬ 
able  for  all  first-time  students. 
Students  already  enrolled  are  not  eli¬ 
gible  for  the  scholarship,  and  the  grant 
is  limited  to  one  person  per  church. 

The  third  course,  Reading '  Music: 
Rhythm /Pitch,  will  meet  once  a  week  for 
two  hours  for  eight  consecutive  weeks  at 
the  following  locations  and  times: 


NEW  ORLEANS 

Baptist  Theological  seminary 


Analysis:  Evidence  for  Mormonism  challenges  follower^ 


how  the  Holy  Spirit  has  con-  do  not  regard  the  Koran  or  "When  ^e  ,  look  at  There  are  three  types  of  faith: 

firmed  to  them  that  the  Book  Islamic  doctrine  as  being  diviner  Mormonism  independently  we  •  Faith  with  evidence.  This 

of  Mormon  is  true,  that  Jesus  ly  inspired.  Mohammed  made  observe  that  there  is  no  confir-  is  reasonable  faith  (e.g.,  many 
has  changed  their  life  and  has  claims  of  visions  similar  to  mation  of  the  truthfulness  of  *  events  in  the  Bible  including 
meant  so  much  to  them.  Joseph  Smith  s.  • '  the  Book  of  Mormon  from  Jesus'  Resurrection). 

Expect  it  and  do  not  let  it  sur-  Mormons  are  not' the  only  archaeology  or  history.  In  fact,  •  Faith  with  no  evidence,  for 

f>rise  you.  We  have  now  come  -ones  to  err  on  this  point.  Many  the  lack*  of  archaeological  evi-  or  against.  This  is  blind  faith 
o  the  heart  of  the  matter  in*  Christians,  myself  included,  dence  that  ought  to  be  there  is  (e.g.,  the  Exodus  from  Egypt), 
talking  with  Mormons:  the  have  been  guilty  at  some  poinLof  hurtful  to  Mormonism.  •  Faith  in  spite  of  evidence 

insufficiency  of  these  evi-  presenting  feelings  and  spiritual  "Finally,  i since  Joseph  ^against  it.  This  is  stubborn  faith 

dences  provided  by  Mormons  experience  as  evidence  that  their '  Smith's  translation  of  the  Book  (e.g.,  archaeological  pfbblems 
for  Mormonism's  truth.  *  *  beliefs  are  true.  The  only  way  to 

determine  the  true  source  i-s^to 
Feelings  are  often  inaccurate.  look  at  outside  evidence.  When 
*  we  do  this  with  Mormonism,  the 

Have  you  ever  doubted  prbgnosis  is  not  good, 
your  salvation?  Many  hafe,  at 

some  time.  However,  your  Proof  not  feelings 

feelings  do  not  change  the  fact 

that  either  you  are  or  are  not  Be  prepared  to  present  the 
saved.  Can  you  imagine  God  evidence  for  your  position, 
requiring  a  new  conversion  For  example,  you  can  say  to 
every  time  you  have  a  mood  Mormon  missionaries,  'We 
swing  which  results  in  both  are  confident  and 
doubts?  It  is  possible  for  assured  that  we  are  correct  in 
someone  to  have  doubts  about  our  own  beliefs.  Since  our 
being  a  Christian,  and  still  be  beliefs  differ  —  and  they  do, 
one.  Likewise,  it  is  possible  for  or  you  would  not  be  here 
someone  to  feel  confident  that  today  —  one  of  us  is  wrong, 
they  are  okay  in  their  relation-  How  will  we  know  which 
ship  with  God,  but  in  reality  one?  Only  by  looking  at  the 
are  not  (see  Mt.  7:21-22).  evidence  outside  of  ourselves. 

People  of  other  religions  claim  When  we  do,  we  observe  that 
a  confirmation  from  within  the  Bible  is  reliable  and  has 
themselves  as  evidence  that  their  been  accurately  preserved, 
religion  is  true.  Islam  makes  the  This  verifies  my  position, 
same  claims  and  yet  Mormons  because  I  accept  the  Bible. 


By  Mike  Licona 

Correspondent 


So,  what  evi- 

WmZm&m  dence  is  there 
if  *1  th.it  Mormonism 

Pf  is  true?  While 

r  Mormon  schol- 

L  '  ars  admit  valid 

IS  %m  challenges  to 

f  '  Mormonis  m 

from  archaeolo- 
Licona  gy  and  the  Book 

of  Abraham, 
they  say  the  evidences  of 
Mormonism's  truthfulness  are 
die  Book  of  Mormon  itself,  God's 
confirmation  in  your  spirit,  and 
the  number  of  changed  lives. 

When  talking  to  Mormons 
expect  to  hear  them  say,  "I 
know  the  Book  of  Mormon  is 
true  because  I  have  prayed  to 
God  and  asked  him  to  tefl  me  if 
it  is  true.  And  he  has  confirmed 
it  in  my  spirit  that  it  is." 

In  vother  words,  "We  don't 
need  evidence.  God  has  told  me 
that  the  Book  of  Mormon  is  true. 
He  has  confirmed  it  in  my  spirit 
so  that  no  amount  of  evidence 
against  Mormonism  would  con¬ 
vince  me  that  it  is  wrong." 

Mormon  missionaries  are 
trained  to  keep  on  telling  you 


Sincere,  but  wrong. 

When  Mormons  sense  they 
are  losing  a  lot  of  ground  dur¬ 
ing  the  conversation,  they  may 
bring  up  universalism,  the 
belief  that  every  sincere  person 
will  make  it  to  neaven,  regard¬ 
less  of  their  beliefs.  This  is  in 
accordance  with  Mormon  doc¬ 
trine.  However,  it  is  not  com¬ 
patible  with  biblical  doctrine. 
Several  verses  in  the  Bible  indi¬ 
cate  that  Jesus  is  the  only  way 
to  obtain  eternal  life  (Jn.  3:36, 
14:6;  Acts  4:12;  Heb.  10:26-31). 


agree 


Study:  Unchurched  'turned  off/  but  open  to  Jesus 


NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (BP)  —  A  majority  of  paigns,  in  regard  to  Mormonism." 
unchurched  Americans  are  turned  off  by  the  institu-  Stetzer  said.  Recently  a  Christian 
tional  church  and  don't  have  a  biblical  understanding  leader  was  asked  whether 
about  God  and  Jesus,  yet  they  believe  Jesus  makes  a  Mormons  are  Christians,  and  he 
positive  difference  in  a  person's  life  and  would  enjoy  replied  that  no.  Mormons  are  out- 
an  honest  discussion  with  a  friend  about  spiritual  siae  the  standard  definition  of 
matters.  -  /  what  an  orthodox  Christian  is.  The 

Those  are  just  a  few  of  the  findings  from  a  new  host  was  shocked  somebody 
study  of  unchurched  Americans  conducted  by  would  say  that.  How  dare  we  say 
Life  Way  Research  in  partnership  with  the  Norm  someone  else  is  or  is  not  a 
American  Mission  -Board  (NAMB)  Center  for  Christian? 

Missional  Research.  LifeWay  Research,  the  research  "Christians  begin  with  a  faith 
arm  of  LifeWay  Christian  Resources,  and  NAMB  are  system  that  teaches  who  God  is, 
entities  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention.  but  the  people  in  our  culture  not 

The  results  of  the  study,  which  polled  1,402  adults  only  don't  believe  that,  but  often 
who  had  not  attended  a' religious  service  at  a  church,  consider  us  intolerant  because  we 
synagogue  or  mosque  in-the  previous  six  months,  are  dare  to  believe  it"  Stetzer  said, 
available  at  LifeWayResearch.com.  The  negative  perception  for 

The  findings  nave  important  implications  for  many  people,  however  seems  to  be 
Christian  churches  and  individuals  who  want  to  reach  the  church,  not  Jesus;  according  to 
unchurched  people  with  the  Good  News  of  salvation  in  the  study. 

Jesus  Christ,  LifeWay  Research  director  Ed  Stetzer  said.  While  64%  of  the  respondents 
"A  full  72%  o?  the  people  interviewed  said  they  think  think  "the  Christian  religion  is  a  rri- 
the  church  'is  full  of  hypocrites,'"  Stetzer  said.  'At  the  evant  and  viable  religion  for  today" 
same  time,  howevec  71%  of  the  respondents  said  they  79%  think  Christianity  "is  more 
believe  Jesus  'makes  a  positive  difference  in  a  person  s  about  organized  religion  than  about 
tife'  and  78%  said  they  would  be  'willing  to  listen’  to  loving  God  and  loving  people." 
someone  who  wanted  to  share  what  they  believed  about  Seventy-two  percent  said  they  dunk 
Christianity."  <  the  church  “is  full  of  hypocrites,  peoj 

Concerning  the  biblical  understanding  about  God  ers  for  doing  die  same  things  they  < 
and  Jesus  among  unchurched  Americans,  Scott  86%  believe  they  "aui  have  •  good  rt 
McConnell,  associate  director  of  LifeWay  Research,  without  being  involved  in  church." 
recounted,  "While  72%  of  those  surveyed  said  they  The  belief  that  church  attends 
believe  God  —  a  higher  or  supreme  being  —  actually  for  spiritual  well-being  is  just  a 
exists,  only  48%  agree  there  is  only  one  God  as  adults  who  grew  up  in  church  as 
described  in  the  Bible,  and  61%  believe  'die  God  of  the  who  attended  church  less  o 
Bible  is  no  different  from  the  gods  or  spiritual  beings  McConnell  said. 


Why  Church? 


A  national  survey  of  1.402  adults  age*  18  and  older  who  have  not  attended  a 
religious  service,  synagogue,  or  mosque,  at  any  time  In  the  past  six  months. 

I  believe  I  can  have  a  good  relationship  with  God 

without  being  involved  in  church  .  * 


The  church  is  fuH  of  hypocrites,  peopie  who  criticize 
others  for  doing  the  same  things  they  do  themselves 


Believing  in  Jesus  makes  a  positive  difference  in  a  person's  life 


of  these  unchurched 


18-29  years  of  age. 

•  Only  28%  or  adults 
30  years  and  older  said 
they  think  Christians 
they  know  talk  to  them 
too  much  about  their 
beliefs. 

•  78%  of  adults  30 
years  and  older  said  they 
would  enjoy  an  honest 
conversation  with  a 
friend  about  religious 
and  spiritual  beliefs, 
even  it  they  disagreed 
with  the  friend. 

"Even  though  the 
unchurched  have  a  con¬ 
fused  view  of  God  and 
a  negative  view  of  the 
church,  they  are  over¬ 
whelmingly  open  to 
someone  sharing  about 
their  Christian  faith.” 
Stetzer  said.  "We  think 
religion  is  a  topic  that  is 


Who  are  Christians? 


Who  is  God? 


A  national  survey  ol  1.402  (Mb ages  IS  and  older  who  have  not  attended  a 
refegiout  service.  synagogue  o*  mosque.  at  any  time  m  the  past  six  months 

I  think  Christianity  today  is  mote  about  organized  religion  ■ 
than  about  loving  God  and  loving  people 


A  national  survey  of  1,402  adults  ages  18  and  older  who  have  not  attended  a 
religious  service,  synagogue,  or  mosque,  at  any  time  in  the  past  six  months. 

God,  a  higher  or  supreme  being,  actually  exists 


The  God  of  the  Bible  is  no  different  from  gods  or  spiritual  beings 
depicted  by  world  religions  such  as  Islam.  Hinduism, Buddhism  .etc 


OLiB% 

RESEARCH” 


RESEARCH7 


Let's  take  a  look  at  walk  in  innocence.  Psalm  7: 5  integrity  that  is  in  me."  David 
God's  word  together  as  (NAS8)  says,  "Let  the  enemy  sought  the  Justice  of  God 
it  teaches  us  now  to  pursue  my  soul  and  overtake  it;  against  his  adversaries.  People 
handle  the  injustices  of  and  let  him  trample  my  life  are  often  tempted  to  take  mat- 
the  world  we  live  in.  down  to  the  ground,  and  lay  ters  into  their  own  hands  when 
Psalm  7:1-2  (NASB)  my  glory  in  the  dust."  David  is  it  comes  to  delivering  Justice, 
says,  "O  Lord  my  God,  willing  to  accept  whatever  he  The  best  Justice  to  be  served  is 
in  Thee  I  have  taken  deserves.  David  declares  in  that  that  is  based  on  the  Lord 
refuge;  save  me  from  verses  three  and  four  that  if  the  and  not  on  our  own  making, 
all  those  who  pursue  injustice  rests  in  his  hands  and  David's  righteousness  and 
me,  and  deliver  me,  he  is  the  cause,  he  will  pay  the  integrity  were  not  of  himself, 
lest  he  tear  my  soul  like  penalty  from  his  pursuers,  but  were  a  result  of  God's  work 
ragging  me  away,  while  Uavid  knew  full  well  that  he  in  his  life.  He  knew  that  God 
none  to  deliver/'  When  was  not  the  guilty  party  of  the  alone  would  be  the  One  to  trust 
vas  surrounded  by  the  injustices  he  raced.  for  delivering  the  proper  justice, 

of  those  that  pursued  Maintaining  a  life  of  inno-  Psalm  7:1/  (NASB)  states,  "I 
i  sought  refuge  in  the  eence  in  the  face  of  injustice  is  will  give  thanks  to  the  Lord 
avid  knew  that  no  other  possible  through  Christ.  Christ  according  to  His  righteousness, 
provide  deliverance  in  was  beaten  and  killed,  yet  He  and  will  sing  praise  to  the 
like  God  could.  People  was  completely  innocent  of  the  name  of  the  Lord  Most  High." 
ose  they  run  to  for  help!  charges  Drought  before  Him.  God's  righteousness  sets  Him 
y,  you  may  be  struggling  Today,  Scripture  teaches  us  to  live  apart  as  the  One  to  be  trusted 
;  memories  of  childhood  a  life  hat  is  free  from  any  charges  especially  in  times  when  justice 
r  a  broken  marriage  that  of  guilt  hat  could  be  brought  needs  to  he  served, 
s  not  seem  fair.  You  may  against  us.  Our  view  of  God's  As  you  see  and  experience 
it  your  job  due  to  drcum-  justice  will  be  much  clearer  as  firsthand  the  unfairness  of  the 
out  of  your  control.  Keep  long  as  we  strive  to  maintain  our  world  around  you,  be  encour- 
i  hat  no  matter  what  innocence  in  view  of  hose  that  aged  to  trust  God  as  the  right- 
?s  you  face,  you  can  take  attempt  to  treat  us  unfairly.  eous  judge  that  will  deliver 

in  God  ana  He  will  be  Psalm  7:8  (NASB)  says,  "The  His  justice. 

to  deliver  you.  Lord  judges  he  peoples;  vindi-  - - - 

’s  deliverance  from  cate  me,  o  Lorcl,  according  to  Vaughn  is  pastor  of  First 
e  comes  to  hose  hat  my  righteousness  and  my  Church,  Fulton. 


Bible  Studies  for  Life 

Breakthrough  in  Justice 

Psalm  7:1-17 


Love  Everyone  action.  Bartimaeus,  the  blind 

Mt.  22:36-40  man,  called  louder  and  louder 

—  as  he  heard  Jesus  was  coming. 

This  is  Jesus' last  week  of  pub-  Even  though  being  warned  to 
lie  ministry.  The  Pharisees  and  be  quiet,  Bartimaeus  begged  for 
Sadducees  continue  to  question  mercy.  Jesus  heard  him  and 
Jesus,  hoping  to  ensnarl  him  answered  with  he  gift  of  sight, 
with  a  question  of  religious  law  He  valued  the  blind  man  and 
and  cause  Him  to  give  an  unpop-  recognized  his  faith:  "Go  thy 
ular  answer.  He  is  teaching  in  he  way;  thy  faith  hah  made  thee 
temple  when  asked  to  identify  whole"  (Mk.  10:52  KJV). 
the  Great  Commandment  —  one  Bartimaeus,  having  received 
hat  should  be  kept  above  all  oh-  his  sight,  followed  Jesus  in 
ers.  Jesus  answered  to  love  God  gratitude  and  love.  Jesus  sees 

our  heart,  not  our  imperfect 
bodies  and  sinful  nature. 

In  observation  of  Sanctity  of 
Human  Life  Sunday,  let  us 
envision  the  outstretched  arms 
of  Jesus  embracing  us  person¬ 
ally  as  individuals  ana  collec- 
*  ’  as  His  children.  We  reap 
he  blessings  of  being  loved  by 
God  and  having  the  opportuni¬ 
ty  to  serve  Him.  To  be  like 
Jesus  —  "in  His  image"  —  calls 
for  honor,  respect,  love,  and 
value  of  everyone. 


Explore  the  Bible 


God  Wants  Us  To  Value  Everyone 

Gn.  1:27,  9:6;  ML  5:  21-22,  22:36-40;  Mk.  10:  46-52  * 

By  Melleen  Moore  B. 

Honor  Eveiyone 

A  small  children's  book  enti-  Gn.  1:27;  9:6  VI 

tied.  How  Much  Do  You  Love 

Me?,  was  a  favorite  of  my  chil-  Man  being  created  by 
dren.  Each  time  we  read  he  C  J  !  ~  w 

book,  hey  would  stretch  heir  the  honor  God  placed  on  human 
tiny  arms  as  wide  as  possible  to  ity.  The  very  w 
demonstrate  heir  love  copying  wanted  man  to  be  like  Him  is 
he  examples  in  the  book,  what  awesome.  "In  His  image"  sug-  w 
can  melt  he  heart  of  a  parent  gests  looks,  character,  values,  break 
more  than  those  tiny  arms  behavior;  desires,  goals,  and  yes, 
stretched  wide  and  hearing  he  love.  Having  been  created  in  the 
words,  "I  love  you  this  much."  image  of  God  Himself  raises  5:22  K] 

Jesus  stretched  His  arms  man's  value  to  immeasurable; 
open  wide  on  the  cross  of  God's  creation  is  priceless.  God  .  .  . 

Calvary,  giving  His  life  to  the  source  of  life,  aver  of  life,  the  ety  of  meanings  which  dama] 
demonstrate  His  love.  What  very  breath  of  life  He  gave  man  a 


explaining  he  greater 
meaning  of  this  sixth 

_ _ _ _  commandment  as  part 

God  in  His  own  image  signifies  of  he  Sermon  on  the  Mount. 

’ _ 1 _ b  God's  law  is  to  protect  human 

it  that  God  life  from  violence,  death,  and 
even 

anger  and  name-callini 
break  his  commandment. 

Anger  "without  cause  shall  be  was 
in  danger  of  judgment"  (Mt.  ever 
).  Two  examples  of  just 
name-calling  are  mentioned 
is  "Raca,"  and  "fool,"  with  a  vari 


Moore 


abortion.  Jesus  noted  hat  and  mind.  Continuing  His 

also  answer,  Jesus  said  to  love  your 
neighbor  as  yourself.  The  answer 
simple:  love  God  first  and 

Kie  else  secondly.  To  show 
w  important  these  com¬ 
mandments  were,  Jesus  stated,  tively 

"on  these  two  commandments  he  blessings  of  being  loved  by 
hang  all  he  law  and  the 

very  breath  of  life.'hie  gave  man  a  a  person's  spint  and  leave  a  feel-  prophets"  (Mt.  22:40  KJV). 
personality  v'hich  includes  mind,  mg  of  worthlessness.  The  judg- 
emotion,  and  will,  as  well  as  a  ment  for  violation  of  these  com-  Value  Eveiyone 
spiritual  nature.  This  enables  mandments  begins  in  he  lower  Mk.  10:46-52 
man  to  know  God,  commune  court  moving  to  the  higher  court 

with  God  and  have  a  relationship  (Sanhedrin),  and  on  to  hell  fire  The  story  of  Bartimaeus  is  a 
with  Him.  What  an  honor!  which  is  the  eternal  judgment.  beautiful  example  of  love  in 


Moore  is  a  member  of 
Macedonia  Church,  Petal. 


Guidelines  for  submitting  news  and  photographs 

dear,  sharp,  and  well-lighted.  Photographs 
can  not  be  returned!  Please  do  not  attach 
________  ^  photos  with  tape  or  staples. 

IIBIMBM  All  news  items  are  subject  to  editing 

and  all  photographs  are  subject  to  croo- 
»  ping.  Photographs  must  depict  people.  No 

landscape-,  building-,  or  object-only  pho- 
tographs  will  be  printed.  News  items  anchor 
photographs  can  be  published  one  time 
only.  Deadline  for  submitting  news  is  one 
week  prior  to  requested  publication  date. 

Photographs  may  be  color  or  black  and  Articles  that  are  not  date-sensitive  will 
white.  Instant  photos  and  digital  printouts  be  published  on  a  space-available  basis, 
are  not  reproducible.  Digital  photos  may  Submit  news  and  photographs  to  The 
be  used  it  submitted  as  a  JPEG  file  via  Baptist  Record,  P.O.  Box  530,  Jackson, 
either  (a)  e-mail,  (b)  three-and-a-half  inch  MS  39205-0530.  FAX:  (601)  292-3330. 
floppy  disk,  or  (c)  CD.  Photos  must  be  E-mail:  baptistrecord9mbcb.org. 


The  Baptist  Record  is  pleased  to  publish 
news  ana  photographs  of  special  events  ^ 

that  take  place  in  cooperating  churches  of 
the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention. 

News  submitted  for  publication  in  The 
Baptist  Record  must  be  either  (a)  type-  f 

written,  (b)  neatly  printed  on  8  1/2  by 
11 -inch  paper,  or  (c)  neatly  printed  on 
standardized  forms  provided  by  the 
newspaper.  All  articles  must  be  received 
in  writing;  no  articles  will  be  accepted 

over  the  telephone.  be  accepted.  Photograph  attachments 

News  may  be  submitted  electroni-  are  permissible, 
cally  to  the  address  below,  and  must  Please  make  articles  concise.  Include 
be  contained  in  the  message  segment  the  who,  what,  when,  where  details  of 
of  an  e-mail  form.  Due  to  increasing  the  story,  along  with  a  contact  persons 
virus  threats,  no  text  attachments  will  address  and  telephone  number. 


Military  family  feels  stresses,  appreciates  support 


JACKSONVILLE,  Fla.  (BP)  —  Million*  of  star* 
twinkle  overhead  in  the  black  night  sky  off  the 
bridge  of  the  USS  Philippine  Sea,  reminding 
Commander  Rich  McDanief  now  insignificant  he  is 
in  relationship  to  the  great  God  he  serves. 

There  are  six  other  stars  in  McDaniel's  life,  however, 
and  they  perhaps  shine  brightest  of  all.  His  wife  Angie 
and  their  five  children,  ranging  from  five-year-old  fra¬ 
ternal  twins  to  his  12-year-old  namesake,  are  often  on 


Together  and  yet  so  often  apart,  me  Mcuameis 
believe  their  family  unit  has  been  called  to  a  peculiar 
mission  in  life  —  as  missionaries  to  die  Navy  commu¬ 
nity,  serving  God  and  country  in  peacetime  and  war. 

*This  is  what  He's  called  us  to  do.  This  is  what  our 
mission  in  life  is,"  Angie  McDaniel  told  the  Florida 
Baptist  Witness  newspaper.  "We  really  believe  in  die  val¬ 
ues  of  our  country  and  mat  they' re  worth  fighting  for." 

Angie  said  sne  made  the  choice  16  years  ago  to 
live  the  life  of  a  military  wife  when  they  were  Doth 
21  and  decided  to  marry  during  their  senior  year  of 
college  at  the  University  of  Memphis.  Now  she 
homeschools  all  five  children. 

"I  really  didn't  know  what  that  was  about,  but  I  had 
a  vision  for  that,"  she  said  of  her  husband's  calling  to  die 
military.  "We  both  saw  ourselves  as  doing  this  together." 

Since  McDaniel  was  commissioned  as  a  Navy  offi¬ 
cer  after  four  years  in  ROTC,  they  have  moved  12 
times  in  16  years  —  from  Hawaii  to  Maine  —  and  are 
on  their  third  tour  in  Jacksonville  since  2000. 

In  that  time,  like  most  dads,  McDaniel  has  spent 
more  time  at  work  than  at  home.  Unlike  other  clads, 
however,  when  he's  at  work,  that  can  mean  he's  out  to 
sea  on  a  ship  far  from  home  for  six,  12,  or  18  months  at 
a  time,  with  shrinking  time  between  deployments. 

Propped  up  next  to  a  bowl  of  fresh  fruit  in  the 
kitchen,  Angie's  eyes  dart  to  where  Rich  Jr.,  age  12, 
reads  a  book  to  five-year-old  twins  Emmie  ana  Joey 
on  the  family  room  sofa.  Doing  math  and  language 

firoblems  at  the  kitchen  table  are  Seth,  who  is  near- 
y  eight  years  old,  and  Chelsea,  age  nine. 

Angie,  who  completed  her  degree  in  elementary 
education  at  San  Diego  State  University  some  time 
after  they  were  married,  doesn't  miss  a  beat  in  run¬ 
ning  the  household. 

What  people  sometimes  see,  however,  can  be  mis¬ 
leading,  Angie  said.  Ironically,  it's  in  church  of  all 
places  that  Angie  sometimes  feels  the  most  lonely  and 
inadequate  when  faced  with  the  task  of  raising  five 
children  nearly  on  her  own. 
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MCDANIEL  CLAN  —  U.S.  Navy  Commander  Rich  McDaniel  (back  row.  right),  executive  officer  of  the  USS 
Philippine  Sea  whose  home  port  is  at  Mayport  Naval  Station  in  Jacksonville,  Fla.,  is  joined  by  his  wife  Angie 
and  their  five  children.  (BP  photo  by  Joni  B.  Hannigan/Florida  Baptist  Witness) 

"It  was  like  a  breath  of  fresh  air  when  we  walked  Sunday  School  class  showing  up  at  her  door  with 
in,"  Angie  said  of  their  first  visit  in  July.  Before  that,  home-cooked  meals  and  people  calling  and  drop- 
she  said,  "We  have  felt  really  alone  and  without  ping  by  to  visit  and  encourage  her. 
suDDort."  Trie  practical  way  members  of  the  church  have 


What  people  sometimes  see,  however,  can  be  mis-  support. 

ding,  Angie  said.  Ironically,  it's  in  church  of  all  Angie  said  even  Rich  Jr.  commented  on  every* 
ices  that  Angie  sometimes  feels  the  most  lonely  and  one's  friendliness  without  being  prompted  and  tne 
idequate  when  faced  with  the  task  of  raising  five  children  were  immediately  involved  in  programs  at 
ildren  nearly  on  her  own.  the  church  "where  other  people  that  love  the  Lord 

"I  can't  tell  you  how  hard  it  is  sitting  in  church  with  all  are  pouring  Scripture  into  them  and  really  showing 


1  cant  tell  you  how  hard  it  is  sitting  m  cnurcn  witn  an  are  pouring  acnprure  imo  mem  ana  rcauy  snow  mg 
these  husbands  and  wives  together,  you  know,  week  after  that  they  care." 

week  and  to  be  there,  and  to  sit  there,  alone  with  your  Since  that  time,  Angie  and  the  children  have  attend- 
kids.  It  is  really  hard,  and  you  just  think,  'Lord,  why  are  ed  on  Sundays  and  Wednesdays,  and  she  reluctantly 
we  doing  this/ You  know,  I  don't  like  this,"'  Angie  said.  joined  the  church  in  August.  She  was  reluctant  only 
When  he  was  a  youngster  McDaniel  attended  because  she  said  it  felt  weird  to  join  without  her  hus- 
MempKis-area  Bellevue  Cnurch  in  Cordova,  Tn.,  band,  whose  schedule  is  sometimes  unknown. 
Angie  said,  and  the  couple  attended  there  in  1997-99  McDaniel  later  told  the  Witness  he  will  join  First 
but  more  recently  visited  First  Church  in  Jacksonville,  Church,  Jacksonville,  at  his  first  opportunity. 


Tne  practical  way  members  of  the  church  have 
reached  out  to  her  family,  Angie  said,  is  a  good  exam¬ 
ple  of  how  churches  can  minister  to  military  families. 

"It  has  just  made  a  huge  difference  in  our  lives," 
she  said. 

As  she  watched  the  animated  kids  pop  com  in  the 
microwave  for  a  mid-morning  snack,  Angie  admitted 
it  can  be  tough  to  homeschooT  but  said  irs  something 
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but  more  recently  visited  rirst  enurcn  in  jacKsonvme, 
Fla.,  at  a  friend's  invitation,  after  having  attended 
evangelical  Christian  churches  wherever  they  have 
lived  throughout  the  years. 


Books  for  soldiers,  families 


JACKSONVILLE,  Fla.  (BP)  —  The  following  is  a  list  of 
books  that  could  be  helpful  to  soldiers  and  their  families  dur¬ 
ing  a  time  of  war 

•  Medals  Above  My  Heart  The  Rewards  of  Being  a  Military 
Wife,  by  Carol  McGlothlin  and  Brenda  C  Pace,  is  a  devotional 
for  military  wives  published  by  BAH  Publishing  Group 

•  Hope  for  die  Home  Front  Winning  the  Emotional  and 
Spiritual  Battles  of  a  Military  Wife,  by  Marshele  Carter 
Waddell  explores  die  emotional  and  spiritual  battlegrounds 


because  she  said  it  telt  weird  to  join  without  her  hus¬ 
band,  whose  schedule  is  sometimes  unknown,  other  values  for  their  family. 

McDaniel  later  told  the  Witness  he  will  join  First  Eyeballing  the  children  who  had  all  settled  down  to 
Church,  Jacksonville,  at  his  first  opportunity.  quietly  munch  food  at  the  table  with  pencils  in  hand, 

Angie  said  die  20,000-member  Jacksonville  church  sne  whispered:  "If  s  a  rare  moment." 
has  been  an  example  of  how  to  reach  out  to  a  family  The  work  doesn't  stop  with  being  wife  and  mother, 
and  hold  on  when  times  get  tough.  Angie  takes  seriously  the  responsibility  to  assist  her 

_  "I  didn't  realize  before  what  I  really  husband  in  reaching  out  to  military  families.  In  many 

needed,"  she  said,  "but  I  needed  that  spir-  places  she  has  befriended  Navy  wives  and  held  neigh- 
itual  support  for  my  kids,  somebody  to  borhood  Bible  studies. 

come  alongside  of  me.  Even  though  my  "The  Lord  brings  families  our  way,  and  my  hus- 
husband  loves  the  Lord  —  and  when  he  is  band  has  opportunities  to  counsel  people,"  she  said.  "I 
list  of  home  he  is  actively  involved  in  leading  the  think  the  vision  that  God  gave  us  back  in  college  —  we 

es  dur-  family  spiritually  —  he  is  gone  so  much  saw  ourselves  eventually  in  this  place. 

the  burden  of  that  really  falls  on  me."  "These  people  need  the  Lord,  and  they  need  to  see 

The  energetic  mom  who  rises  at  five  what  a  godly  family  looks  like,"  Angie  said.  "He  has 
a.m.  to  spend  an  hour  in  quiet  time  and  blessed  us  beyond  what  we  could  ever  deserve  and 
devotions  and  another  hour  exercising,  could  ever  earn." 


common 

•  God  Answers  Prayers  Military  Edition:  True  Stories  from 
People  Who  Serve  and  Those  Who  Love  Them,  by  Allison 
Botfke  features  accounts  from  past  and  present  servicemen 
and  women  and  family  members  who  tell  how  God  answered 
their  prayers. 

•  Soldier  Looks  at  Spiritual  Warfare,  by  Dick  Denny  uses 


said  she  joined  a  women's  mentoring  Angie  was  somewhat  hesitant  to  pinpoint  when  her 
group  and  takes  the  children  to  church  for  husband  is  in  the  country  and  when  he's  out  because 
choir  as  well  as  Sunday  morning  and  ships'  movements  are  matters  of  national  security  in 
evening  Bible  study  and  worship.  times  of  war  —  and  the  second  in  command  of  a  ship 

"It  has  helped  to  give  me  perspective  as  I  that  is  part  of  a  battle  group  that  serves  in  a  war  zone 
go  through  the  struggles  of  a  military  wife."  is  more  often  out  to  sea  than  not. 
she  said  of  her  involvement  at  church.  In  a  telephone  interview,  McDaniel  told  the 
adding  that  when  her  husband  is  away  Witfiess  he  is  proud  of  the  sacrifice  his  wife  has 
she's  vulnerable  emotionally  and  can  expe-  made  to  support  him  and  to  homeschool  the  chil- 
rience  some  ups  and  downs.  dren.  McDaniel  said  the  schooling  situation  is  fluid 

"In  a  short  period  of  time  the  kids  have  and  the  family  reevaluates  often  based  on  the  chil- 
plugged  in;  I  have  plugged  in,"  Angie  said,  dren's  needs  and  what  is  available  in  the  private 
Tears  moistening  her  clear  eyes,  Angie  and  public  sector  wherever  they  are  stationed.  They 
said  the  response  to  her  family  has  been  move  about  every  18  months,  he  said,  so  finding 
heartwarming  with  women  from  the  schools  —  and  a  church  —  can  take  time. 


tie  12  chapters  starts  with  a  "you-are-there"  narrative-style 
flashback,  which  relates  to  die  subject  of  that  chapter. 


( 


